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70.	States should entrust an independent national body, such as a national human rights 
institution, to monitor and investigate forced evictions and State compliance with these 
guidelines and international human rights law.

VII I .  ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY,  INCLUDING 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

71.	The international community bears an obligation to promote, protect and fulfil the human 
right to housing, land and property. International financial, trade, development and other 
related institutions and agencies, including member or donor States that have voting 
rights within such bodies, should take fully into account the prohibition on forced 
evictions under international human rights law and related standards.

72.	International organisations should establish or accede to complaint mechanisms for 
cases of forced evictions that result from their own practices and policies. Legal remedies 
should be provided to victims in accordance with those stipulated in these guidelines.

73.	Transnational corporations and other business enterprises must respect the human right 
to adequate housing, including the prohibition on forced evictions, within their respective 
spheres of activity and influence.

IX .  INTERPRETATION

74.	These guidelines on development-based evictions and displacement shall not be 
interpreted as limiting, altering or otherwise prejudicing the rights recognized under 
international human rights, refugee, criminal or humanitarian law and related standards, 
or rights consistent with these laws and standards as recognized under any national law.

*	 Contained in document A/HRC/4/18, annex 1 and E/CN.4/2006/41.
a	 The prohibition of forced evictions does not apply to evictions carried out both in accordance with the law and in conformity with 

the provisions of international human rights treaties.
b	 Consistent with Principle 6 of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement.
c	 See general comment No. 4 on the right to adequate housing, adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

in 1991.
d	 In the present guidelines, the promotion of the general welfare refers to steps taken by States consistent with their international 

human rights obligations, in particular the need to ensure the human rights of the most vulnerable.
e	 See general comment No. 3 on the nature of States parties’ obligations, adopted in 1990 by the Committee on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights.
f	 See Guidelines on Housing and Discrimination contained in the 2002 report of the Commission on Human Rights Special 

Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living (E/CN.4/2002/59).
g	 As set forth in article 22, Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter of the United Nations; articles 

2, paragraph 1, 11, 15, 22, 23, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, articles 23, paragraph 4, and 28, 
paragraph 3, Convention on the Rights of the Child.

h	 See section V of the present guidelines.
i	 See general comment No. 4 on adequate housing adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 1991. 

See Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International 
Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law.





Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) 
The Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) is an independent, international,  
non-governmental human rights organisation with its International Secretariat in Geneva, 
Switzerland. COHRE undertakes a wide range of activities to promote the full realisation of housing 
rights for everyone, everywhere. COHRE opposes and actively campaigns against forced evictions 
wherever they occur or are planned. It works in all world regions to ensure protection and fulfilment 
of the right to adequate housing and related economic, social and cultural rights.
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